
TAB (HRISTMA8IHEER.
How the Ancient Holiday Was

Hallowed by Worship
and Gladness.

CH11ES, CAROLS aid carousals.

Staffed Stockings, Staffed Turkeys
aid Stuffed Stomachs.

THE FAMILY FEASTS.

The Cold, Bitter Blasts of Old Boreas On* of
Doors and the nappy Hearts and

Beaming Faces by the dearths
of Cosey Homes.

PIETY AND PLENTY.

A Universality of Good Feeling
and Fraternal Pleasure.

RELIGIOUS RITES.

Grand and Solemn Services in
the Christian Churches.

MEMORIAL MELODIES

Great Crowds of People Attending the
Ce'ebrative Ceremonies.

THE BOUNTY OF BENEVOLENCE.

Children Made Merry and Glad and Gorged
with Good Cheer at the Chari¬

table Institutions.

THE SHEENY STEEL,.

Gala-Day Skaters Thronging the Ice of
the Central Park Lakes Yes¬

terday in Thousands.

FUN AND FROLIC.

Ai Observance of the Festival on Long Island,
.taten Island, in Sew Jersey and

Other Adjacent Localities.

It*u the calm and silent night I
Heven hundred yearn and nity-thrae
Had Koine been growing up to might,
And now wai queen 01 land and sea.

Xo sound was heard oi clashing wars-
Peace brooded o'er the hushed domain,

Apollo, Pallas. Jove and Kara
Jield, undisturbed. their ancient rehrn,

In the solemn inidnlyht,
Centuries ago.

. . a . . . .

It Is the calm and solemn night!
A thousand bells ring out aud throw

Their .ovous peals abroad to smite
The darkness, charmed and holy now I

The night that erst no shame haa worn,
To it a happy name is given;

For in that stable lay. new-born.
The Peaceful Prince of earth and heaven,

In the solemn midnight,
Centuries ago.

Ike oldest holiday in the Christian calendar was

yesterday celebrated. So full ia it of memories,
associations and Images of the past that it Is al-
most Impossible for tbe mind to grasp Its full
solemnity, grandeur and tenderness In a single
(bought. Over and ovsr again haa Its history
t>ecn recounted by great men and little, and never
.as that wonderful story of the event which It
commemorates, so quaintly told In the New Testa-
neat, been treated of with ridicule, even by the
profahest of the schools of modern Infidelity. This

UNIVERSAL RESPECT AMD AffI

regarding the mystery of tbe birth of Christ have
tiad much to do with distinguishing the day above
.11 others that come and go. Bnt farther back
.?en than the time Constantino a similar festi¬
val had been oelebrated by various nations, In
various and peculiar ways. Tbe ceremonies
were almost all different, but had nearly the
.am* significance.that of joy ana gratalatlon.
Some of them also expressed thankfulness and
praise to some higher Power acccptcd as omnipo¬
tent. At last, however, when the Christian Church
grew rapidly tn strength and vigor, the heathenish
rites were transferred to the commemoration of
the modern redemption, and the traces of many
<of them can still be discovered in the ceremonies
practised In different portions of the civilised
(lobe. This establishes tke fact that the day ts
.allowed by two kind* of associations.those which
date back to the Infancy of the race find those
which have clustered around that one most ro-
mantle and tragical career in all human annals
(hat includes the birth and death of Jesus of
Mamreth. The first have their source In nil that Is
genial, generous, tender nod noble tn the hnman
iieart.the qualities of good fo'.lowshlp and man-
.mod. The second appeal stroagly to onr spirit¬
ual and sympathetie natures, and awe as in the
enanner that children are awed by a realistic and
Appalling representation of a Shakspeatian tragedy
upon the stage, subduing the shock of the bitter
.orrows and calamities of the play with the soft
and gentle tenderness of other incidents, and in¬
spiring these millions of people, of the modern
world, living anl thinking eighteen centuries
alterward, with pious love aad reverence surpas¬
sing the highest dreams of heroism ever formed
toy poet or fanatic.

it is more fully, however, that Christmas Is cele¬
brated in Its jovial end fraternal sense than in Its
nligions. Its memories of that character appeal
.nore warmly to the heart than the Inspired chron¬
icles handed down to us, which n mighty host of
aavans have succeeded in Investing in a sort of
shadow of infidelity by their cavillings over their
Wysteries and miracles.

THE MODIRN CHRISTMAS,
therefore, is mors n season of merrymaking than
of praise sounding. But It would not do, of course,
lor tbe priesthood to acknowledge or to remark
this. The churches on this holiday, ns they were

yesterday, are always ornate with glistening green
leaves and glowing red flowers and brilliant-tapers.
Vet jollity always seems to overreacti piety. In
the jingling words of an old song which .Is quoted
uom some remote source by Chambers, N

#o now is come our joyfttl'st feast;J-et everv man be )ollv:fcach room witn ivy leaves is drest
.
An(l every post with holly.r»»ou,;h some churls at our mirth repine,i iuiiiI your loreheads garlands twine

I»f0«vn sorrow in a cup of wine.And let as all be merry.. . . . . . |
T 11 all (he streets with echoes ring iV> uodf and hills and everything

Bear witness we are merry.
Tne s-imbre pews are always thronged, the ser¬

eins always grand, the music always oiHgnlflcentand mellow aud the discourses from the pulpits are
wwuys marked by labored eloquence. Bothered-
gUtua fUaa 9t u*j«suv»li 4 tbe mid.

¦m mhni ob Qhrtotaaa Kvt>irt gotten through
with lormallty.
But the better portion ofthe Mtlday comes yet-

when tbe dinner toblei throughout the land, in the
humblestm woU m in the grandest abodes, whe¬
ther waited on by the turnkey tat braes buttons and
white glove*, or hy the poor, hard-working, mea-
gerly-clad mother ol a household, whose dimluu-
five turkey was obtained through sacrifice for her
loved ones, are surrounded by nappy faces, and it
la symbolic of the true moaning ol the feast.tbe
celebration of Jolly and careless comfort that every
one Is supposed and expected to eat more tntn Is
good for him on this occasion or else bis neighbors
will bo diseDDOiated.
Bnt sttH tt is not every one *be sees plenty

upon this day, ee-smomorative o( the plenitude or
Divine love. F^ll many a tale of keen sgony and
aorrow might perohance be told of last night,
when the bitter winds were howling like mad¬
dened furies around our doors and windows, while
we aat by tbe warm, Uappr fireside. The instit u¬
tions of charity, however, were yesterday crowded
with the homeless, friendless sad moneyless vic¬
tima of poverty, who partook heartily of the good
cheer that kind, christian bands had set them;
but

Where tie sea of trouble foams
Anil arrow's billow* rav«,

Hen <¦> (be wilderness of myriad homes
suffer an'' endure in alienee, unknown and un-
cared 10r- Aud wc, of the city too often lorget
the wandering bant s of

NOMADIC BSOOARS
«rho lead errant lives through tbe conntry districts
aud have no habitation, and to whom no holiday
brings cheer. They may stand by the roadside
unknown and unfriended, and as, in a quaint and
pathetic ballad of the yule tide.
The silent moonbeams on the drifted snow
Shine cold and pale and blue,While throuitb tin' cottage-door the yule log's glowCast on tbe iced oak's trunk ana gray roek's brow a

ruddy hue.
The red ray and the blue, distinct,Like happy groom and bride.With azurcd green and emerald orange glare,Gilding the icicles from branches bare.Me side by side.
The door Is open and tbe Are burns bright.. ...... .it

bnt the wanderer, depressed and sad, is, like a
hopeless sinner, gazing from afar npon the en¬
trance of heaven.
This la tbe saddening portion of the picture; bnt

If you had looked in npon those farm houses yester¬
day that stand among the white-shrouded hills
yon might, perchance, have forgotten all thought
of the misery without and have Feasted npon Joy.
The day dawood with a glorious Hood of golden

sunlight pouring upon the earth and creeping with
stealthy progress of love Into all tbe crevices and
crannies that It could reach in the stolid, uusyin-
pathetic architecture of our city. Yet the air was
piercingly cold and the streets were nearly de¬
serted. Still, so bright seemed the glow o'f the sun
that Indoors the festivities and Jollity, afler the Joy
ol tbe children at finding the loaded stockings, had
somewhat subsided, went bravely forward, with
no shadows to spoil their nnalloyed happiness.
Tbe sweet bells pealed forth their

LAUUHING CHIMES,
seeming like the silvery tongues of angels, chat¬
ting gladly, as they leaned over the earth out the
oriels of tbe sky. Their melody never tell more
sortly, more tenderly, upon the ear, and never
thrilled so npon the chords of the heart with its
harmouies or Joy. In all places where children
were gathered their clear and pleasant vole?
sounded sweetly in the Christmas carols, and tl<
bright laces glowed with a sunshine, not borrows ,
but all their own.
When the eventide came on a perfect quiet filled

the city, the streets were still and a gentle
glamour seemed to fill tbe sky. The day closed as
tenderly as the rosy eyelids of a drowsy babe, and
the night was starlit, beautiiul and cold. It re¬
minded one of that eve of St. Agnes, when she
prayed.

Make Thou my spirit pare and clear
As are the froity skins.

Or thl* first snowdrop of the year
. That on my bosom lies.

And let that be the end of us all in
The Bahbath of eternity,
One sabbath, deep and wide.

A light upon the shining sea.
The bridegroom and nis bride!

SERVICES IN THE CHURCHES.

8T. THOMAB1 CHURCH.
The Bnnrtsc 8«rrl«« Children.Kx-
quUU* Mamie ftt the Service of the Holy
Communion*
¦Yesterday was a day ot quiet Joy and i»let> at

8t Thomas'churcn, corner Fifty-third street, and
fifth avenue. A noble edifice, radiant with light,
bright, happy laces, beaming with sunsMne and
cood feeling, a vast chorus singing strains, sub'.lme
and joyous-thls was St. Thomas' church yester-
day In thla church the day was indeed the day of
our saviour's birth. Christmas breathed out of the
fragTant wreaths with which the church was
h..no Christmas sparkled in the eyes of the gaily
dressed children whose faces brightened wltn the
expectation oi plum pudding and the dainties of
the Christmas tree.

CIIKI8TMA8 OLIiUlD
through the oriel windows and seemed to be
written on the warble and the stained glass. J heTeen? ot thelowerswas sweeter than on erd nary
Uavs the faces of the congregation weie happier,
the very atmosphere was made piem<a»ter by that
ham)* sense of Christmas. This was the feeling of
the congregation, which fully entered into the spirit
.'a?1 haf^past" seven In the morning there waa
sunrise service for the children. Tlicy came iu
large numbers, although the cold was
Tnev feasted their eyes upon the decorations.
Wreaths and stars of holly, laurel and evergreen;
flowers breathing perfume, crosses, green and
frairrant, and Scriptural mottos made out of
leaves, festoons drawn all over the :made
the church beautiful. Four large cedar trees were
on the chancel and two juniper trees on the altar.
The chancel looked a perfect grove, and from one
part ol It the berries of the Juniper trees glistened.

tuk leavks or holly and ivy
Wa»a so briirht ftnd crisp tbftt tUey rcflccted bi k
the light? «Sd so irert were they that the dew
e^emed yet to l>e upon them. An immens's croM
of laurel, most beautiful to look at.it was em¬
bedded In flr trees.was In the back part of the
chancel. The pulpit, the lectern and the organ
loft were richly tcstjpontd "ISjjK
Fiea'h and Dwelt Among Us," "Prince of Peace and©therswere* n tto waUs. They were set in green

tlons, sane merry Chrlsimas carols, Mr. J"®0*®®}),'Warren placing the accompaniment on
First *he^^stende^»w^W. ^ntoU^wrt?U«yrch._Vhe.ohtldrsn »ai«hJ^«»e

apisa^^rart^ .wwou* ton*.
g%t thA orgin. OQ6 could not flftj whicli wuod^d

rh* Inaty HhSTB TOiC6l Of 111© Children Of
the might? music of the

at chrUtnias fM held it eleven o oloc*.
The processional "Hoeaona to King sSJljaexMessl^of ChrStm^Joy lidoSrts^M*cheer"
After the reading ot 4,16 .^ubuUe'Deo^linV* mlforf'
The tousle U of a brilliant style. There
.uy.r*] solos, trios ltd quartets la this piece,
and thev were admirably rendered. The Introlt
frnm H.n^l's "Messiah'' ("O Thon TeUest") Is Im

whlch^must have been Iniplred on a Chrl'tmas
ni«ht toil*wed Alter aa eloquent sermon by theH^ Wtntam F Morgan the cboir sang Moaart's
"Gloria in Exoelsls,"which "J*"*® the
tag ring with sublime echoes of a world foil of hap
pines* and glory*

OHUROH OF THE ME8BIAH.

pr.r^br
Powera.
The Christmas services at the Chnrch er the

Messiah commenced yesterday at eleven A. .,

and were well attended. The Rev. Dr. Bellows
offered prayer, and the Christmas sermon was
preached by the Rev. Henry Power*, from the
text, l4Ho came unto hu own, tin! his own receive
him not. But to as many as received him. to thenn
gave he power to become the sons or
God, even to those that believe oa Ills name,'
taken from John L. U, 1*. The preacher com¬
menced :-The reference in these words Is, or
of course, to Jesus Christ, our ever blessed Lord
and saviour, whose birth ante this world of onrs,
nearly nineteen centuries ago, we celebrate so Joy¬
fully to-aay. And why t Because, as John ex¬
pressed it, "In him was life, and life was the light
of man," that true lite.vi*., "which llghteth every
man that conoth lute the workl"-and therefore
we rejoiced to call ourselves His disciples and
seek by every means in ear power to make llim
known unto our brethren.

.'B* CAM CSTO HIS OWN.'
not unto those simply who were living t».
of Ills adv~ut, and who belonged t* a particular
race, epoch and locaUty In the history of «e world,
far tin* want* He c&me to

..ss& 3ssuam«;'~u"rS
J""". ,.a .MMpuwilfiM «na ««»
which were personally met and satisfied by
Jesus when He came In the flesh, ana »n«n,
after an Interruption of thirty years or there
about*, returned again to Its "i'mnVovedto continue thus unchanged and unimproved
for evermore. Mr. Powers then went on to

^cscr^be eanh. |U«wed

the opposition he receive* from It quarters, and
aliio explained bow we should rejofce tint we re¬
ceived oar education In a Christian land. He said,
..we are born tuto an atmosphere and conviction
of steady growth ol progresa, eo that here in New
York, even at the beginning of onr career, we ex¬
pect to live by and. by In a state of aociety which
¦ball be far more helpful, refined, frattfui and ad-
vautageous In every way than

Otm FATHKRS AHD UHANDH&THIR8
lived la before us, and thert ia not a place In Chris¬
tendom in which the aame things are not taken
for granted, while we Americans, a little more
hopeful, and with good reason, doubtless, than all
other peoples, expect that ocr census will be
larger, that onr ahipa of war wm be fleeter, onr
guns heavier, that our batoona and kites of every
kind will fly higher and better than thoae which
any other nation can fabricate; we expect that
our fields will bear mere corn and that onr ahopa
will turn out more Implements, our towns become
more healthy and beautiful from rear to year. The
Ravage on the prairies, the Esquimaux, the South
Sea islander have no such aspirations as these,
as they see tlie gradual decrease or their numbers
in the daily struggle with civilization and Chris¬
tianity.
Speaking of "the degree of confidence displac¬

ing distrust which exists between man and man,"
the speaker said"i am aware that there are
'corners' occasionally ou Wall street and 'rings' at
the City Hall, and ballot box stuffing more or less,
and

RTKRY KIND OF CORRflTION
In our municipal affairs. You leek .vour doors and
windows when you go to bed at night, and 1 make
fast my study here whenever 1 go out of It; but /or
all that faitli In man as man is vastly more preva¬
lent now than It once was, ere Jesus came and
gave to us ilis own commandment te love one an¬
other. If a Christian merchant, yon order vour
goods and remit the pay for them; by means of a
long chain of causes whose links reach back and
depend upon this Christian faith as ita starting
point, were you conducting business in the heart
ol Asia or Africa you would know of no Buch confi¬
dence as this und no such way for its expression,
as the explorer Livingstone and his discoverer
Stanley more recentlv have found to their cost.
Instead, you would start from your home to bur
your goods with your money on your person, ana
prepared to defend it against all cornets, It needs
be, by your own strong right arm, and returning
with your merchandise on your camels or oxen
yon would sleep by them at night and know that
they were safe onlv as long as you guarded thein.

Tlie Rev. Mr. Towers then concluded with a
brier and lucid view of our condition hereafter
and the difference of opinion appertaining thereto.

QRAOE OHUBCH.
A Large Coagrtgatloa and a Fine Ser¬
vice.Some Plain Speaking About tlie
Fire In Fourteenth Street.A Very Brief
Sermon.
Grace church yesterday mornlns was exception-

ably well filled with a fashionable and well-dressed
congregation. Every seat was occupied, and the
aisles were at their lower extremities blocked up
with Chrlstmastide worshippers. The service was,
as usual at this church en the great holidays of
the year, In exquisitely good taste, and
what with its Yule decorations of ever¬
greens and holly and flowers, and the
bright dresses of the assembled congregation,
the scene was quite brilliant and imposing. The
piice. de resistance of the ceremony, however, was
or course the music, and the authems and hymns
were admirably rendered. At the close or the
prayers Dr. Potter, in the course of his usual no¬
tices or church meetings, alluded to

TI1K DESTRUCTION OF ORACB CHAfKI.
in terms or strong indignation. He said that he
could not but regard the conduct of the proprietors
or Harnum's Museum as guilty ol what he could
only call an act or incendiarism. More than a
month ago the civil authorities had warned
thein that their premises were a source of
danger to the surrounding property, and vet noth¬
ing had been done to remedy the evil. Things in
this city had, indeed, reached a deplorable passwhen such wanton and flagrant disregard or the
rights and lives ana property of citizens was tol¬
erated. One or these One days, perhaps, when
hall Mew York found itseir in the street

llOMEI.K3.-i AN1» L'NSIIKl.TKKKD,
a reform would be instituted. It was clear that
the Inspector or Public Buildings and the Superin¬
tendent or the Fire Department should have power
to compel proprietors to protect themselves aud
others against loss and ruin.

]>r. Potter's sermon was of tbe briefest, taking
less than ten minutes in Its delivery. Its point,
however, was very seasonable and appropriate.This was the fact that Christmas, the birthdav or
Christ, was the children's festival above ail else,
and that it was our especial duty at this happy
season to provide for the comfort and the happi¬
ness or the little ones.

THH GRRAT FKATITRI OF CHRIST'S TEACHING
waa that he constantly urged us to cultivate the
spirit or children. Obedience was greater than
achievement, and the periormance of duty more
sublime than the Indulgence or will. And we could
not do better than resolve now to Imitate the trnst-
rul disposition and the confidence In the royal law
or love which marked the child.

CHURCH OF BT. MARY THE VIRGIN,
Christmas Services, Music snd Sermon.
The Christmas services at the Churcli of St. Mary

the Virgin were held with very impressive cere¬
monies yesterday. The congregation present was

quite large, and the church wails and altar were
tastefully decorated with evergreen wreatus and
symbolical banners. The procession of choristers
entered the church at a few minutes past eleven
singing the customary psalm. Rev. Mr. Noyes, tiie
oniclatlng celebrant, intoned the Lord's Prayer,
Collects and Ten Commandments with responses
with "Kyrle." Then followed in succession the read¬
ing of the epistle, the creed und a sermon by the
Rev. Mr. Brown, rector of the church, on the sub¬
ject of the Incarnation. The cercmonlcs continued
with the Offertory, confession, absolution, praver,
ttraiA corda (or wordsof cnmlort), '.banctus,"tlie
humble petition, the consecration, the distributing
of bread and wine at the communion table, the
cleansing ol the holy vessels and the benediction
of the post-communion. The music was very Im¬
pressive, consisting of Von Weber's Mass in 0,Krispin's "Ave Maria," the "Oloria in Excelsls,"and Rossini's "Tantnm Ergo." Mr. Prentiss is the
organist of the church and Mrs. Kobinson the so¬
prano,

ST. IGHATIUS' OHUSOH,
Nineteen 111 Centurjr Civilisation m
Cheat.Christ the Only Hope and Joy .»
Mankind-Nrmon ky Rev. Dr. Elver.
The plain and simple Reformed Dutchmen, who a

year or two ago worshipped In the plain and un¬
pretending temple oa Fortieth street, near Sixth
avenue, would hardly know their old religion*
homestead as it appeared yesterday, docked with
crosses and evergreens and picturca, and its altar
lighted with half a hundred candles and gas jets.
At high mass, as the half-past ten o'clock A. M. ser¬
vice is technically termed, a procession of eleven
boys and seven men entered from the vestry room,
or sacristy, and made half the circuit of the church.
The first boy carried a long stick in his hand, on
the top of which was an ornamental cross. They
chanted a Christmas carol, whose burden was that
they wore Christian soldiers and were bearing the
cross of Jesus. The service was performed by an
assistant priest. The ante-communion aervloe was
comparatively brief, and. before t&e administration
of the sacrament ol the Lord's Supper or the mass,
I>r. Ewer preached a sermon on the text, "Good
tidings of great Joy," Luke 11., 10. The first and
only source of joy sinoe the expulsion from Eden,
be said, wan now announced. What is joy f ho
asked, and then proceeded to define it aa a spirit¬
ual emotion and satisfaction. He had spoken, he
said, for a tew weeks past to his people on some of

THE DKVICRS OF SATAN,
and to-day in the presence of the manger he would
speak of another device. The devil would per¬
suade the world that far civilisation has made the
world better, but he (Dr. Ewer) denied it. The
comforts of life though accompanying Christianity
are not the cause of it. The civilization of the
nineteenth century, what is it t Our telegraphsand railroads tnd printing presses and the general
progress of torrential science have not prodncod
one particle ol comfort to the liumau race. This is
the cheat. Love, peace, cliastltv, Ac..these don't
grow with tlie growth or our civilization. Wealth
Increases and Satan persuades us that we are bet¬
ter off. Rut t ic richgrow richer and the poor poorer.
The large railroads swallow up the small ones; the
large stores eat up the smaller, and while we are
deceiving ourselves the red Has of the commune,
waves in our great cltics. IIyou want to see what
is coming you need only look to Paris. If you want
to know what ahall triumph here in the next cen¬
tury look across the water. Make way lor it.
Many hope in some other way, and wealth beckons
on to power, but it is useless to tuluk we can
escape the Incoming flood. '-Give us schools," cries
Hcury Ward Beecuer, "and we will have less crime."
But cultured intellect only makes the bad man the
worse criminal. What a wicked man wants is
Christ. Without Ilim evil becomes more malignant
iniquity. Why Is it that there is no real anymen¬
tation of human happiness f Because all Its lorms
are

mil OF FAMJCV HCMANtTT,
In which the descendants oi Adam have built and
reared their joys. Born In thp image of the fallen
Adam, how can he escape this r And thus Is there
a perpetual propagation of misery among men. It
is, therefore, Impossible that the stream should
rl«e higher than Its source, lie (the Doctor) would
not say a word against schools or telegraphs or
science of any sort. But civilisation is not the
cause of sin. It is a gift of Uod, and we cannot
affect it by one hairs weight. It is the wicked
heart of man that grows beastly and proud with
civilization. Build up your ?>rown stone houses,
throw open your lyoeunts to the Tyndalls, multiply
your schools and colleges, still murders will not
stop, robberies will not cease and lesser crimes
will not decrease. In Christ alone can man find
true happiness sod Joy. for In Him were not only
light ud die. put (fom Bin B>u#t fiow forth true

Joy: tor la Blm this lift la destined to growbetter. Without ceasing to be one with
the Father he became one with us. God,
M It were, fllea after nan, to call
hla from sin and W save him from perdition. The
old loam's frame Is sla and miser?; the new is joy
and happiness. Oar nature mnst look in the oat-
sec at civilisation, and every thing most be brought
into subjection to Christ, and to blm alone shall
we pay oar vows through our mother the Church.
The one great miracle has come.God Is man and
man is CM.
The Doctor illustrated how, through baptism,

confirmation, ordination, the preaching of the Gos¬
pel, the sacraments and

8AOKIV1US or TBS ALTAR,
the world Is to be made holy and pure and good.
At the eloae ol the sermon the l.ord's supper was
administered to about a score or women, but no
man partook thereof save the priests. The first
communion service was continued until nearly one
o'clock, when the altar boys and priests returned
to the vestry, chanting as they went. When Dr.
Ewer entered the pulpit he publicly made the sign
of the cross on his breast and forehead and dis¬
tinctly uttered the usual Invocation."In the
the name of the Fattier," Ac. Very maBy of the
audience also bowed the head and the knee not
only at the name of Jesus, but at remote reierences
In the prayers to His lncarnat;on. some few per¬
sons prostrated themselves as well as they could
In their pews. And this Is Protestantism.

OHTJBGH OF 8T. VIHOEHT FEBBER
Christmas Among the Dominicans.A
Musical Festival by the Philharmo¬
nics and a Beautiful Sermon by the
Rev, Pather Meagher.
To hear mass on Sundays and all holidays of

obligation Is the first commandment of the Catholic
Church, and it is one of the best observed of any of
the commandments of any Chnrch. The intensely
cold weather of yesterday contributed to anything
but the diminution of the attendance at last mass
at the Dominican church of St. Vincent Ferrer,
Sixty-sltxh street and Lexington avenue, of which
the Rev. Father Lilly is pastor. Among the wor¬

shippers who filled every available seat and
crowded along the aisles, the vestibule and even
up Into the organ loft, were a great many
strangers from other parishes of this and the neigh¬
boring cities, especially from Harlem, whence came

quite a large delegation, including General Swee¬
ney and other distinguished Catholic gentlemen.
The "strangers" came to enjoy a Christmas ser¬
mon from the great Dominican preacher, Father
Tom Burke, who makes the convent attached to
this church his home, and who was expected to
deliver

THE BETHLEHEM SERMON
yesterday. Father llarke, however, did not find It
convenient to put In an appearance, being at
present in Nashville, Tenn.; but those who at¬
tended that mass specially to hear him lost nothingby his absence, for they were must pleasantly dis¬
appointed at finding the pulpit filled by quite as
able, tbough less famous, a Dominican brother, the
Hev. Father Meagher, attached to the church of St.
Vinccnt Ferrer, who well sustained the equallywell-deserved reputation which his order enjoys as
" The Order or the Preachers."
Father Meagher, wno is a man or fine propor¬tions and handsome features, ascended the pulpitafter the first gospel, and, having read the gospelof the day and Its beautiful story ol the .Saviour's

birth, proceeded to show the condition of theworld at
THE ADVENT OF CHRIST.

To all outward appearance the world was in a
state ot grandeur and magnificence upproachlng
to absolute perlectlon; the arts and sciences flour¬
ished to a degree that gave little hope of there be¬
ing any parallel for it in after ages; but all under¬
neath was depravity and corruption. No time
more ripe for tbe coming of the Redeemer could
possibly have been selected. His very birth and
the manner and surroundings thereof was a
grand rebuke to the ideas which then pre¬vailed. If anybody had heard of tbe birth
of a new king, not of an earthly king¬dom, but of the principalities of the
entire universe, that miserable stable at Bethlehem
was the last place in the world one would think of
going to look for the infant monarch; yet that sta¬
ble and Its humble surroundings better became the
dignity of a God and a Redeemer of mankind than
would the most gorgeous palace ever reared by
man's art and labor. He came principally to cor¬
rect the three great evils which then prevailed, and
which St. John called the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eye and the pride of Hie. Father Meagher
wound up his splendid discourse with an eloquent
peroration.

THK BEAUTIFUL CntJKCH
was magnificently decorated with festoons of ever¬
greens, 4c.. the elegant little crib containing a
wax image of the lnlant Christ attracting general
attention. The music approached the reporter's Idea
of the celestial harmonies. It came Irom a double
quartet choir.Miss L. Morrison-Fiset, soprano solo;
Miss M. Tracy, alto; Messrs. Frenzeil and Ott,
tenors; Messrs. Sullivan and Marshall, bassos.
Tbe organ, under Professor C. H. Hanschel, was re¬
inforced by the splendid orchestra of tbe Philhar¬
monic Society, brass instruments, drums and all
conducted by Felix Lelfels. Haydn's Imperial Mass
(No. 8) was magnificently rendered throughout,
with LambMotte's "Christmas Anthem" and Gou¬
nod's "Ave Maria," by Miss Morrison-Fiset. The vio¬
lin solo, with orchestral accompaniment, by Mr.
Frank Danly, was much to be admired, and his per¬
formance or the "Adagio," par Rode, was almost a
musical wonder. The congregation separated with
"Merr.v Christmas" on every Tace. It ought to be
Added that at the morning mass, at half-past five
o'clock, all the conveniences lor Illuminating the
chnrch were employed with a most brilliant and
highly devotional effect.

ST. PETEE'8 CHUEOH.
Grand Mail Yesterday.Music and Dm-
.rations.Sermon by the Rtr, Father
tfcntnn.
The Church or St. Peter, In Barclay street, holds

a prominent place among the sacred edifices in
this city by reason of the old-time associations
which congregate around it. When New York
was in its infancy St. Peter's was generally re¬
garded as a magnificent structure, and those who
loved the building In their youthfal days cling to It
with the same tenacity and tenderness in old age
as circling ivy does to the hoary oak. Christmas
Day Is always rigidly observed in this church, and
the manner In which the Interior of the grand old
structure was decorated testified that no luke-
warmnesa exists among its congregation. The

BRILLIANTLY ILLUMINATED ALTAR
was resplendent with choice flowers, ofmultifa.
rious hues, which diffused an exquisite odor. The
reredos was embowered in graceful Art; the galle¬
ries were festooned with evergreens, and spiral
wreaths twined around the pillars. Soon after the
doors were opened devotees poured into the
church, filling the nave, aisle and galleries, until
even standing room was unobtainable. The music
(an especial feature in tha services at St. Peter's)chosen for the occasion vm the grand mass in A
major, for four voices and chorus, composed by
Kalltnorta. The "Eyrie Elelson," by Mrs. Kaston,
soprano, and lull chorus, waa finely rendered:
"Gloria in Excelsts" was ably executed by the choir,
and the "Credo" and "Et lncamatu* Est" by the
tmor, M. Fritsch, was well worthy of commenda¬
tion. Mrs. Easton's solo in '-Agnus Del" was so-

Brb, and the "Adesta Fidelea" quartet brought
to play the

swrrr voices
of other talented members of the choir. The alto
ol Miss Tobln is particularly clear and dulcet, and
her nolo at St. Peter's yesterday stamps her as a
vocalist of no mean pretension. The chorus was
well selected and the organist, Mr. W. F. Pecher,
deserves much praise for the masterly manner in
wnich ha performed upon the fine Instrument
which adorns the rood loft.
The sermou was preached by the Rev. Father

Qulnn, pastor ol the church, and was specially
notable for Its simplo pathos and approprlatness.
The learned divine opened his discourse by refer¬
ence to the festival of Christmas and the maaliold
blessings which the birth of Christ had conferred
upon all mankind, and assigning that as a reason
why it should be

A SEASON OV JOT
and gladness. For four thousand years after Adam
was driven out or Paradise man was separaied by
evil from Qod and happiness. The birth or our
Saviour brought back that peace our primal
father lost lor poor humanity, reconciled us unto
Cod and gave us positive proof or our redemp¬
tion. The promises God made to the patriarchs at
various erus, as recorded in Holy Writ, that He
would send upon earth one who would redeem all
men from sin, were fulfilled when CliriHt was born.
The lowliness of the surroundings of the birth or
our Saviour testifies especially (lod's luve for man.
He did not send His Sou to us in panoply and
splendor; in His almighty wisdom He deemed
It best to send His only begotton Son
to us In meekness and poverty. Although
the blessed Virgin was of the royal House of David
the holy lamily were in humble circumstances: so
puor, in lact, that accommodation ut the Inn at
Bethlehem coultl not be accorded, aud the fte-
deemer of mankind was

BORN IN A STABLE,
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid In a man¬
ger. It was probably the humbleness of Christ's
birth that caused the Jews to regard Hlin with dis¬
favor and persecute Ulm during Ills sojourn upon
earth. We, however, knowing all the clrcum-
staaecs attendant upon the nativity of our Saviour,
recognizing His love for us In the palpable lact that
He suffered much for our sakes, should there:ore
take exceeding great delight in celebrating the an¬
niversary of the day of His glorious nativity by
renderiug unto Him prayer and praise which is
most justly due.

OHUBOH OF ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE.
Imposing Bcrvlrai Yesterday Morning.
The Gregorian Musical Service.Sermon
by Rev. Ameant M. Brady.

_
Tie nigh jum* tWs ^t>urcb yesterday wy im- j

posingiy pui On tkt altar, which to i wj
tow one, itowtlwuto HQtod tapers, whoee
beauty vii nttucxl l>7 the brilliancy of the
gilded candeiabroms which supported them. The
attar and tbe pillars were festooned with greens,
which ooatraated quite pleasantly with the lights
and tended to seften the bold gorgeousaess of tbe
otber altar ornaments. The mualc, wnich is un¬
like taat of any outer church in tbe city,
was flue, notwithstanding its moBotony. Tbe
Paullst's choir to composed of male voices
only, and, in the absence of an organ loft,
the cborista sit on either side of the altar
and are habited in cassocks and surplices, which
arrangement adds highly to the effect of the Im¬
pressive ritualism of tbe Roman service. Besides
this Innovation on general usages, classical music.
which is often converted Into ojx?ra bouffn by ami-
teur choirs.Is dispensed with and

ran orruorian sekvicr
is chanted. The music of the service is in slow
time and very impressive. Tbe voices are not ar¬
ranged in the sets.soprano, alto and basso.but
in graduated grades, from the feeble soprano to
the thundering bass. The weak voices begin the
chant, and as ft progresses the other voices imper¬
ceptibly chime in, until at last the faint ripple of
music has swelled into an immense wave of sound,
Ailing the whole church and drowning the notes of
the organ.

THH ORIS.
In the basement oftlie church is a panstereorama

oi Bethlehem, in which is prominently marked the
stable and tbe manger, anu over t hem hover angels
hither and thither, like gossamer bolngs of another
world. The mass was celebrated by Father Stone,
assisted by Fathers Searle and lallott. The ser¬
mon was preached by trie Kev. August M. Brady,
who also read the Gospel which was from St.
John."In the beginning the Word waa God."
The reverend gentleman's remarks went to show
that Christ was no less God than man when He
took upon Himself a perishable body. He said
that tbe Church whlcb lie had established was a
sufficient proof to crush to atoms the lallacies and
sophistries of psilanthropists and atheists. When
God sent His only begotten Son among men He
gave fo them

THE IMNACRA FOR THEIR AILMENTS.
God might have cleansed the world from all its sins
without sending His Son among us in the shape of
man, or when He had done so He could have
cleansed us without having Him spill His precious
blood. Bnt no l He wisned to give us an ex¬
ample of humility in suffering, charity- among
haters and obedience to God's will, which might
be heid up for emulation to generations until the
end of time. And this example we have in the
birth, life and death oi Christ, who, on a cold,
dreary night, just 1,872 years age, came into this
world of sorrow and suffering to redeem fallen,
obduriate man from his errors, and open to him
the gates of the Eternal City, where you are Invited
to join Him lor an eternity of time. Then take
Christ for your model, and His humility in becom¬
ing man will not have been without its effect. May
jou all live to celebrate the Redeemer's birthdayfor many years to oome, and at the end emerge to
a better world where Christmas is eternal.

TEIBITY OHURCH.
Appropriate Decorations. Manic and
Prajrtr Upon the Day of the Christian
World.
Long before the usual hour of assemblage for

purposes of worship Trinity church was crowded
with ladies and gentlemen eager to witness the
Imposing ceremonies with which the day is here
crowned. The naves and chancel were richly dec¬
orated with evergreens, and through the stained
glass in the western end, behind the altar, the light
stole In slender shafts of myriad colors upon the
foliage, giving it the appearance of being
clustered with berries and Xmit and gar¬
landed with flowers. Rands of choristers
iu wbite surplices were ranged on eacb side of the
communion table, and in the distance appeared the
deacons, the sub-deacons and the chapel master.
The organ to tbe left and immediately behind the
reader's desk was responded to by the great one
at the east end of the edifice, where the orchestia
was also placed. Programmes, richly printed

IN GOLD AND COLOKS,
were distributed in the seats, and by the time the
first piece, the "Processional," was finished, there
was not a vacant place lor standing in either aisle
nor in the open space at the vestibule. Alter the
.¦Processional." ..Christians, Awake, Salute the
Happy Morn," hymn 42, "Come, All Ye Faithful,"the "Kyrle" and the "Nicene Creed" (second mass)
were given. The other music rendered was an
offertory "Bcnedictus," Sanctus (second mass)
"Agnus Del" (second mass) and "Gloria in Excelais"
(second mass).

"HARK I THE HERALD ANGELS 81NO,"though uot the most profoundly devotional piece
or music performed, was resonant with an admir¬
able sentiment, and poetical to the last degree. So
deeply touching was it that many of the wor¬
shippers' eyes were suffused with tears.

TBE SERMON.
"Christ was born," said the rector, "for the goodof all alike. Not for Protestants, not for Catholics,but for all men. God hath created all men of one

blood. All the earth shall rejoice in Him, and uponthis Christmas day. most strongly are they exhort¬
ed to for?*t or heal old bitternesses and to unite in
the broadest and deepest brotherly love. To-day ful¬
fil tbe command of the Saviour to all mankind, "In
your rejoicing love one another." This annual
commemoration of the greatest event in the his¬
tory of humanity is full of the most sublime and
beautiful of sentiments. Should we not on this,
our Saviour's birthday, make our peace with all
men, and give our souls to Godr Let ns here to¬
day renew our promises we have all made in times
gone by, to give our hearts to the Lord. God bless
you all, brethren. God keep you all forever, and
glory be to the Higltest now and forevermore.
Alter the conclusion of the services members of

the church went forward and partook of the com¬
munion.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL
Clirlatmaa Decorations and Ceremonies.
A Pontifical High Mass.Brilliant Ren¬
ditions by the Choir and Organist.
Sermon by the Act. Father Ronayne,
S. J..Reflections on the Nativity of the
Saviour.
Whatever there is In religion truly indicative of

real praise, gratitude, sacrifice and love was cer¬
tainly visible yesterday at the Roman Catholic
Cathedral of this city. Everything within the
stately and hallowed temple presented a uniform
neatness of aspect and glittered, as It were, in the
sunshine and gladness of the important event
which was being commemorated beneath its root
Thongh a crowded congregation waa In attend¬
ance all seemed comfortably situated, and evi¬
dently disposed to spend the pions Christmas hour
as profitably as possible. The saaetnary, high
altars and side altars were richly and profusely
decorated with all kinds of floral offerings, natural
and artificial, and evergreens of every description.
In the sanctuary were present the Most Rev.

Archbishop McCloskey, officiating as celebrant of
THE GRAND PONTIFICAL HIGH MASS J

the Very Rev. Dr. Starrs, assistant priest. Deacons
of honor. rhe Rev. Fathers McNamee and Kane.
Masters of ceremonies.Rev. Fathers Farrelly and
Kearney.

THE SACRED XCSIG
of the mass was by Mandanlci. Mr. Qnstavns
Schmitz presided at the organ In a manner worthy
of praise, remembrance and imitation. The choir,
which consisted of a full chorus of thtrty-flve voices
and four solo singers, was presided over by Mr.
Henry Schmitz, with much spirit and evidences
of sufficient experience and courage. After
the preliminary part of tne mass was
silently repeated by the Archbishop, the
beautiful r'Kjrle" pealed forth from the
choir and organ wltfi tones lull of sweetness
which told most effectively upon every ear. The
"Gloria in Exceists Deo" followed, and as a grand
thanksgiving hymn of praise was most elegantlyrendered. At the Gradual, Mr. Urch's. basso, sang
the "Adeste Ptdells," the "Venlte Adoreiaus" or
which was given in fill chorus by the choir, and as
the appropriate Christmas hymn, may be said to
have been one of tne most appealing renditions ol
the selection. Before the sermon the "Veal crea¬
tor," a nolo quartet, by G. Schmitz, was pathet¬
ically rendered. At tne Offertory waa sung by
Madame Chome one of the sweetest and most en¬
trancing hymns or the Church's liturgy, the
"Quam Dilectu," by Mercadante, a soprano solo
with chorus. This, with the "O salutarts Hostia"
by Abt, sung by Mrs. Unger, a truly glited lady,
concluded the estimable and brilliant efforts of St.
Patrick's choir yesterday.Before the "Credo,'' wmcn, it is well to state,
was noticeably impressive tn its magnificent ren¬
dering, and esnocially so on visitors of other re.
ilirious denominations who were iE attendance,
the Kev. Father ltonayne, 8. J., or St. Francis
Xavier's College, ascended the pulpit to preach

THE SERMON,
which was culled from the nativity of Christ, the
great event i* commemoration. The reverend
preacher chose his text frern the Gospel of the day,
Luke xi., 15, 2u.
The advent of Christ, the preacher said, was an

event which was expected for four thousand yesni
before the birth of the Saviour. As that eventiul
moment approached nearer and nearer when the
words of the prophets were to )>e fulfilled there
was

JOT IN THE HEARTS OF AM.
in expectation of some wonderful king who should
come upon earth clothed in luaiesty and power.
But Bethlehem robed, not in ttic splendor and
mngulflcence of royaltv and beauty, bu' wrnj> c<l In
lowliness and wretchedness, prcM n< d n the
three Magi quite a contrary seen.: to tluifc pictured
in the imaginations of the rauli.t ut.e. borne there
were who relused to believe that Jesus, the son of
Joseph and Wary of Nazareth, was not the Messiah
on this account. But who were they that they
should attempt to criticise the grave aud unlathoni
able attributes of the uod-nian, or question the wl'i
of Ills eternal Father?

cimWs objkct in cmiiNO on kartit
was the redemption of mankind. Alan, of himself,
was unable to ctavel sin, by which divine Jutfttt;

was outraged. The atonement of creatures «Mlnsuflicieut. The offence *u that of a creatureagainst the Creator. No punishment ceuid satisfyfor a transgression so proportionately great savethat of a God. Henoe it u that Jesus Christasearnedhuman lorm and eondesecnded to appease the
anger or His Father by suffering and dying upon a
crow lor all mankind;

CHRIST WAS CONCEIVED
in the womh of the ever blessed Virgin, and Be inborn of her to-day oy whom all things were made,the eternal and second person or the adorable
Trinity, and Mary, the Virgin, is His mother, not
only of His humanity, but also of the wmiindi¬
vidual child, who Is God and man; who unites inHis own divine person the divine and human na¬
tures, and in such a manner as to make onetcem-
plete and inseparable aud eternal being. St. John,speaking in his first chapter and

GOING INTO THI REALMS OF ETERNITY
in his inspired thoughts, says that Jesus Christ la
Cod. St. Matthew, In the first chapter of his Gos¬
pel, tells us also that Mary is the mother of Jesus;therefore it is a revealed truth that Mary la the
mother or God.
After thus proving the divine maternity or the

Bleased Virgin the preacher drew a vivid picture of
THE STATE Or SOCIETY

immediately previous to the birth of Christ and
during tiis relgu. Ambition and vice of the basest
sort had eaten the hearts or men. The poor and
the humble were trodden upon, morality was noth¬
ing more than a systematized hypocrisy, and truth
was nowhere respected. Christ came to overturn
this state or things and to build up the

DIVINE 8TKUCTUBK OF CHRISTIANITY
upon their ruins. This structure was no<
other than His Church, into which He breathed
by his divine power the spirit of faith, hopeand charity, and which He continued to
pieserve until to-day, and will continue
to watoh over forever. Her foundation is built
upon His eternal Word, which can never passMb,and, lalthful to that divine commission which He
entrusted to her, in her every struggle she has
never been kuown to yield.
Alter the conclusion of tne mass celebration,which was in every part carried out according to

the litnrgy of the Church, end performed in that be¬
coming, humble manner which steeras peculiar
even to the consecrated prelate who oillciated,
the Most Reverend Archbishop gave the Papalbenediction to the large congregation on bended
knees.
At half-past three o'cloek P. M. solemn vespers

were sung in a beautiful and touching manner,
the choir of the morning being punctually in at-'
tendance. J

ST. STEPHEN'S OHUBOH.
The Decorations.Splendid Music.Ser¬
mons by the Rev. Dr. HcGlyaa.
Crowds of Christmas Worshippers.
Christmas was celebrated at St. Stephen'*

church, in Twenty-eighth street, with great splen¬
dor. From early morning until evening the ser¬
vices were continued. The church Itself was
splendidly decorated. On former festival ooca-
sions the services had been conducted with great
pomp and ceremony; yesterday there seemed to
be a festival air about the church, the result of a
combination or influences. The magnificent altars
were decorated with great taste, and though there
was a prolusion or flowers everywhere visible yet
everything so fitted its place, and the ornamental
additions were in themselves so beautiful, that the
scene was exquUltely rich and harmonious.
There was no crowding of candelabrums on the
altars, and yet there was a full Illumination of the
sanctuary, tinted by the mellowed light that came
through the stained glass windows. Evergreens,
firs and bouquets were scattered here and there;
bouquets of flowers tilled niches near the altars;
the white marble pilasters and the higher parte ol
the altars were graceiully entwined with green
leaves and ro es. Bromide's beautiful- painting ol
the Mother of Jesus, over the Virgin's altar, was
handsomely framed with green leaves; the picture
over St. Joseph's altar was in the same setting, and
the picture of the Saviour, which Is hung on the
epistle side of the sanctuary, had its gorgeous
frame concealed with flowers. The fronts or the
galleries lu the transepts were lestooned with
laurel and fir. the panels being ornamented with
crosses and other emblems. Around the ironts ol
the principal galleries restoons or green leaves were
hung, and from cap to cap of the pillars a graceful
series of looped strings of hemlock and laurel ex¬
tended around. But all .tins bright and pleasant
picture was in contrast with the humble little crib
which stood near the Virgin's altar, its roof
thatched with straw.
The music at the solemn high mass was especially

grand. The most irreligious of men could scarcely
have heard Mozart's splendid " Twelfth Mass.*' as
it was rendered at this church yesterday, and not
have felt some longings for the celestial harmonies
which are believed to be the never-ending delight
ol the blest. Danforth, the organist, deserves no
small praise for the manner in which he presented
this mass, even though he had the aid or a full
orchestra and some thirty additional singers.
There were parts of the mass which were inspiring
from the minglei religious emotions of the hour,
the conceptions o. the composer and the truthiul
and artistic rendering of the music by the singers.
It it. unnecessary to speak of the many brilliancies
of the composition, for the mass has long been ad-
Judged an almost unapproachable effort. Besides the
mass, however, a few pieces were sung, the great old
hymn, the "Adeste Fldeles," which was given with¬
out the change of a note, in that familiar air that was
sung yesterday, all the world over, in the Imagined
presence ol the Infant in the crib. Danlorth's ar¬
rangement for the hymn was, In point of taste and
appreciation o the sentiment, worthy or the occa¬
sion. in the afternoon MercaUante's "V espers" were
sung. At the vespers the church presented a most
imposing appearance. At any hour the sanctuary
ol this church strikes the eye as massive, rich and
costly; but when the church Is lit up by gas and
the numberless candles on the altars the effect Is
still greater, and there is a something or awo
created in the mind of the visitor, as tils soul is
stirred by the continued tlow 01 joyful or pathetic
music, by the various religious cymbals, and, above
all, by the solemnity of the service and the evi¬
dently deep devotion of the numberless crowds
that fill the church in every part. The Christmas
hymn, the "Adeste Fldeles," was again sung at the
vespers with even better cffect than at the high
mass. The singers were Miss Howson and Mrs.
Wiegand, sopranos; Miss Munler, Miss Kohmann
and Miss Coney, contraltos; Mr. Bernbard and Mr.
Demacht, tenors; Mr. Colletti and Mr. Flick,
basso?. The chorus was from St. Stephen's Musi¬
cal Association. Miss Coney will in future belong
to the regular choir or St. Stephen's, and. Judging
Irom her excellent signing yesterday and her ac¬
complishments as a musician, she will prove a
valuable addition.
From the first high mass, at hair-vast four o'clock

in the morning, which was celebrated by the Bev.
Father McCready, until that at hair-past tea
o'clock, the church was literally packed with wor¬
shippers. Masses were said every hour or hall
hoar between the first mass and the solemn high
mass, which began at hair-past ten o'clock, and at
which die Rev. Father Flynn waa celebrant, the
Rev. Father MoCready deacon and the Rev. Father
Lynch sub-deacon.
After the first gospel of the first high mass Rev.

Dr. McGlynn preached an eloquent sermon from
the gospel or the mass. As this congregation waa
to a great extent composed of the working classes,
the sermon was particularly beautiful, for this
preacher Is always best when speaking out freely
the thoughts of his own mind to those he loves the
best, who are the very poorest ef the poor. M the
solemn high mass, which began at hall-past ten
o'clock, Dr. McGlynn preached again, this time de¬
livering a beautiful exposition or the Gospel, then
explaining bow "peace on earth" was to be gained,
and concluding with a loving appeal In behalf of
the oiphans, in aid of whom the collections at all
the masses were taken yesterday.

ST. FKAVOIS XAVLER'S CHURCH.
Haydn's Inpcrlal Man.Hertnoa bjr B*t«

Father Daijr, I. J,
Tills beautiful Uttlo church was crowded to

suffocation at High Mass yesterday. The decora¬
tions of the altar and the body or the chnrch were
01 the richest and most tasteful description. High
Mass was celebrated by Rev. Father Hudon, Presi¬
dent of the College and Chnrch ofSt. Francis Xavier,
assisted by Rot. Fathers Cazeau and Cassidy. The
mass was Haydn's Mo. 3 (imperial), which is as
well known and as popular as the twelfth mass 01
Mozart. It was performed by the following ladies
and gentlemenMisses Teresa and Mary Werneke,
blgnorl Tamaro and Bacelli, and a large and
efficient chorus and a well trained orchestra,
supplied by Mr. F. Ebon, l>r. William Berge
officiated as organist and conductor and brought
the mass through successfully. At the Offertory
the brilliant arrangement of "Adeste Fideles,"
by Berge, was given with raro effect. The orches¬
tra ana organ played a march before the mass and
the overture to "Mosanlello" at the conclusion of
the services. Rev. Father Daly, 8. J., preached at
the gospel a very eloquent sermon on the great
festival, alluding to the general expectation of the
Messiah prevalent at the time that the star
of Bethienom appeared, the rejoicings of tho
angels iind the shepherds, the lessons to be derived
irom the circumstances of the birth of the Re¬
deemer and the great boon conferred upon man¬
kind by the redemption. The Misses wcrueke
sang the solo, soprano and contralto parts of the
mass with remarkable expression and power. In
the evening GeneraU's "Vespers" were sun*, with
Barblert's beautiful "Tantum Ergo;" Lambiiotte's
Christmas oratorio, "Pastures Erunt:" Mo/.art's
"Ave Varum,'- and Alma "Kedemptorts," by Berge.

PUBLIC AND PEIVATE CHARITIES.
The Howard Mission.

Practical Christianity made Itself manifest yester¬
day at the above Mission, In the New Bowery. Tho
grand red-letter day of the Christian year was cele¬
brated with a Rleesomeness that found Its way to
the hearts of about seven hundred children, and
the Joys thereof were shared by a nmnber of tho
welters t'f the institution and witnessed by s«o»


